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B Translated by:

The United Nations celebrates
the annual Vesak on 12 May 2017
at Colombo, capital city of Sri
Lanka, better known by its ancient
name the Lion City. An 11-member
delegation from the Singapore
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Buddhist Federation led by its
President Ven Seck Kwang Phing
arrived at Sri Lanka on 11 May
2017 at the invitation of the govern-
ment of the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka and the UN

Ven Seck Kwang Phing in conversatlon with Chief Custodian of Sacred Tooth Relic of
Buddha Temple, Mr Pradeep Nilanga Dela.




International Executive Committee
for Vesak Day Celebration.

The UN Vesak Day Celebra-
tion has entered its 14 successive
years now. Initiated by Sri Lanka in
November 1998 with the support
of major Buddhist countries, the
UN has declared Vesak as United
Nations Day of Vesak in Decem-
ber 1999. It has also encouraged
world-wide celebration of Vesak.
The First international Vesak Day
Celebration was held in UN HQ in
2000. Thereafter Thailand hosted
it from 2004 onwards, except in
2008 and 2014 the event was held
in Vietnam. The decision to hold
the celebration in Sri Lanka was
made by the UN Economic and
Social Committee after extensive
consultation.

The Sri Lankan government
has spared no effort in preparing
for this inaugural event she has
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ever undertaken. Detailed plan-
ning and preparations, mobilizing
the entire populace to ensure its
success were evident everywhere
in the country. Its airport was well-
decorated with Buddhist flags,
tapestries and lanterns. Courteous
airport staff has provided excellent
reception service to all arriving
foreign delegates.

At about 7.30am on 12 May,
buses load of foreign delegates
have streamed into the Colombo
International Convention Centre
for this grand event. A welcoming
drum performance commenced at
9.30am to welcome the arrival of
President Maithripala Sirisena of
Sri Lanka and Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi of India and signaled
the official opening of UN Vesak
Day Celebration. Altogether, more
than 1000 delegates from more
than 80 countries and regions

attended this grand event. The
theme for this year’s event is: Bud-
dhist Teachings for Social Justice
and Sustainable World Peace.

The ceremony started with a
welcome speech by Mr Wijeyadasa
Rajapakshe, Minister of Justice
and Buddha Sasana of Sri Lanka
and was followed by speeches by
the Chairman of UN Organising
Committee, the Prime Minister as
well as the President of Sri Lanka.
They exhorted the learning of and
adherence to the teaching of Bud-
dha in order to promote Buddhism,
to benefit human beings and to
promote world peace.

Prime Minister Modi of India
has in his keynote speech pointed
out that the commemoration of the
Birth, the Enlightenment and the
Nirvana of Buddha have brought
all of us together, and the contri-
bution of Buddhism towards world
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peace is well-recognised. More
importantly, Buddhism will continue
to contribute to the progress of
human civilization, co-operations
among nations and towards a more
inclusive society. As a gesture of
appreciation, SBF President Ven
Seck Kwang Phing presented to
the host a souvenir featuring a
soaring dragon symbolizing this
auspicious creature’s duty in safe-
guarding the Dharma.

The highlight of the day is
the evening lanterns displayed at
Diyathawuyana. The Singapore
Pavilion has a Merlion as its main
attraction that has struck the heart
string of Singapore delegates
and prompted Ven Kwang Phing
and SBF delegates to give an
impromptu blessing ceremony at
the pavilion.

The second day has a series
of concurrent sessions lined up
for all delegates with themes such
as Social Justice and Sustainable
World Peace, Inter-faith Under-
standing and Common Future for

Human Beings, Buddhist Economy
and Tourism as well as Media net-
work for World Peace. A plenary
session where all delegates could
interact freely was held after lunch.
The day ended with a dinner recep-
tion with cultural performances.
Both the host country and foreign
delegations have presented items
depicting life of Buddha and Bud-
dhism.

Upon completion of a 2-day
seminar, delegates were treated to
a pilgrimage tour to the renowned
Buddha Tooth Relic Temple at Kan-
dy by taking a train ride through the
scenic landscape. This temple was
built in 1595 and has undergone
several restorations. The Buddha
tooth is being kept in a 6-storey
golden pagoda and could only be
opened by 3 high monks together
and each of them carried a differ-
ent key. It has not been opened in
the past 9 years for public viewing.
One can imagine the throng of
people when it opens.

The closing ceremony was

held at 4pm at the Buddha Tooth
Relic Temple. A line-up of VIPs
including President of Sri Lanka,
President of Nepal, Parliamentary
Speaker of Sri Lanka, Justice and
Buddha Sasana Minister, Chief Ab-
bot of Buddha Tooth Relic Temple
and various High Monks have de-
livered speeches at the closing cer-
emony with theme central around
Buddhism and its significance on
social justice, sustainable world
peace and benefits to human race.
The meeting was concluded by
issuance of the Kandy Declaration
as guidance for all Buddhist organ-
isations and followers world-wide.

Our fruitful trip to Sri Lanka
was augmented by a tour to the
capital city Colombo conducted by
a Mandarin speaking tour guide
arranged by Ven Kwang Phing.
Our first destination is the iconic
Independence Square where Sri
Lanka declared its independence
on 4 February 1948. There are 28
beams on the columns around the
square which depict the introduc-




tion of Buddhism into Sri Lanka
and its nation building process. The
square is surrounded by greenery
and lawn giving it a sense of tran-
quility.

Next in the itinerary is Kela-
niya Temple, the biggest temple in
Colombo where Buddha has paid
a visit with 500 followers. It has
numerous murals depicting life of
Buddha and also has a huge reclin-
ing Buddha statute. Its surround-
ing areas have many well-crafted
relieve works. An 18-foot statute
of Avalokitasvara and an 18-foot
Maitreya Buddha are featured
prominently in the temple as well
as a pagoda.

The trip to Sri Lanka ended
successfully with our safe return to
Singapore. Needless to say, it was
a fruitful trip that has widened our
horizon and spectrum. Although
we have ended the physical trip,
but our journey towards Dharma
propagation is a life-long journey
with no final destination.

Speech delivered by
Venerahle Seck Kwang Phing,

President of Singapore Buddhist Federation

On behalf of Buddhists Communities in Singapore, |
would like to congratulate the International Council for Day of
Vesak, the Organizing Committee of the United Nation Day of
Vesak and the Government of Democratic Socialist Republic
of Sri Lanka for organizing and hosting the 14th United Nation
Day of Vesak — 2017 Conference in Sri Lanka.

This year theme, “Buddhist Teachings for Social Justice
and Sustainable World Peace” is appropriate to this present
world as it is facing increasing disruption, unrest which is politi-
cally or religiously motivated resulting in unnecessary loss of
innocent lives, and uncertain future. This is man—made and
therefore man must resolve it themselves. This is where the
Buddha’s Teaching could contribute. To do so, the Buddha'’s
Teaching, also known as the Dhamma, must be disseminated
far and wide to every corner and every person in this world.
Let everyone or every being understand the Dhamma. Bud-
dhists must take a more pro—active view in doing this and
let the Dhamma be more relevant to the present society, as
the Buddha said: My Teaching is for the good of all being.
Buddhists must not be complacent but rather must keep
going forwards in doing this. Nowadays, the Dhamma must
be brought to the people energetically, instead of waiting for
the people to come to the Dhamma. This is highly probably,
if the various Buddhist communities around the world accept
the Buddha’s purpose of teaching the Dhamma for forty—five
years i.e. “My Teaching is for the good of all being.” and with
compassion and loving—kindness.

The Buddha also taught that we must not judge a person
by his/her social status i.e. by the amount of wealth one has,
by what one wears, by what one owns (house, cars, etc), but
rather by one’s wisdom. Regardless whether one is rich or
poor, male or female, single or married, homeless or living in
mansion, with the proper guidance and right understanding of
the Dhamma, one can develop wisdom at one’s pace in life.
This development of wisdom is within one’s ability and capa-
bility and is free of charge. There is no social discrimination
on who can and cannot develop wisdom. Everyone can and
should, for good of all beings. And this wisdom will result in
a peace within oneself and without into the world around us.
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Vesak .

Celebration

N m Long Xiang Ling & Soo Tze Yee n
-

Vesak Day, the day we commemorate the birth,
enlightenment and death of Lord Buddha on 10th
May 2017.

For us in Manjusri Secondary School, we cel-
ebrate Vesak Day as a festival to rejoice goodwiill.

Venerable Seck Kwang Phing and Venerable
Shi You Wei from the Singapore Buddhist Federation
were our Guest of Honour. They led us in the light
offering ceremony which represents the illuminating
brightness of wisdom, which dispels the darkness of
ignorance on enlightenment.

We were also blessed by the Venerable Sirs in
their chanting which we then stood in quiet reflec-



tion to receive the blessings. The
school leaders and teachers then
offered Dana to the Venerables,
which included food and daily ne-
cessities which symbolizes giving,
generosity and charity.

Bathing of Prince Siddhartha
was next. It was touching to wit-
ness the students’ and staffs’ devo-
tion in bathing Prince Siddhartha
with utmost care. The action of

pouring perfumed water over the
statue of Prince Siddhartha sym-
bolize the determination to purify
one’s body and mind.

The principals and Vener-
able Sirs then headed down to
the school pond for the release of
koi. The release of life which help
accumulate merits that would lead
to good health, longevity and to
prevent further killing.

Lastly, the Venerable Sirs
headed to the library for a reception
where our student waiters served
vegetarian food. The smile on the
students’ face showed their delight
to be of help.

Vesak Day, a day to celebrate
the birth, enlightenment and death
of the Buddha, was an enriching
and eye-opening day at Manijusri
Secondary School.




35th School Anniversary & Prize Presentation Day

“Cherishing Our Past, Charting Our Future”

Friday 7 April marked a spe-
cial day in Manjusri Secondary
School’s calendar as she cel-
ebrated her 35th Anniversary. A
celebratory mood was apparent
as soon as classes ended at mid-
day in preparation for the event.
The school campus was abuzz
with activity as staff and students
took care of the final touches in

m Mdm Norwita Mohd Ariff m
Chairperson, 35th School Anniversary Planning Committee

readiness to welcome parents and [l

guests.

The theme of this year’s an-
niversary was ‘Cherishing the
Past, Charting the Future’. In this
milestone year, tribute was paid
to the Buddhist community who
worked hard to establish the school
in their wish to educate the young
in an environment grounded in the

e

¢

Buddhist virtues whilst recognizing
Singapore’s diversity. We salute
the work of all educators who have
dutifully served the school; and
celebrate the legacy of previous
cohorts of our students.

During the occasion, guests
also witnessed the official opening
of the Manjusri Heritage Corner
and Inter-Faith Trail Gallery by
Guest of Honour Venerable Seck
Kwang Phing, President of the Sin-
gapore Buddhist Federation and
the school’s supervisor. The Heri-
tage Corner will serve to inspire
and educate future generations



of Manjusrians on the school’s
journey and achievements. The
Inter-Faith Trail Gallery was the re-
sult of close collaboration between
Manijusri Sec (MJR) and National
Heritage Board (NHB), which was
a co-sponsor of the project. The
initiative underscores our commit-
ment to promote racial cohesion
and rootedness; and highlights the
importance of preserving a shared
heritage for the purpose of educa-
tion, nation-building and cultural
understanding. Specially-trained
student docents were on hand to
guide the esteemed entourage
through the different artefacts on
display. They exuded confidence
and impressed the VIP party with
their fluent presentation and poised
delivery.

The programme continued
in the Multi-Purpose Hall for the
presentation of awards to staff and
students for various outstanding
contributions and achievements
of the past year. In his address,
Principal Sim Chong Boon articu-
lated the school’s desire to build
a vibrant yet caring community
that fosters personal and group
excellence - one that is a home of
Passionate Learners and Compas-
sionate Leaders. It would strive
to do so by building positive rela-
tionships, setting realistic yet high
expectations and providing oppor-
tunities for student engagement &
contribution within the school. He
affirmed the school’s mission to
nurture youth who are anchored
in values whilst global in perspec-

tive. In other words, individuals
who possess a moral compass,
resilience, a generosity of spirit and
a sense of their purpose in society
& the world. The ceremony went
on to capture significant moments
that were shared with proud par-
ents, beaming teachers and fellow
students.

After the formalities, the audi-
ence enjoyed virtuoso performanc-
es by the Precision Drill Squad of
the National Cadet Corps, Chinese
Orchestra, Choir, Dance Group
and the Concert Band. A digni-
fied ceremony was transformed
into a vibrant showcase of talent
in music, song, dance and joyful
expression. The event concluded
with prize recipients, parents and
guests treated to a reception at the
amphitheatre.

The school wishes our gradu-
ates the very best in their future
endeavours. At the same time,
we hope the event had inspired
our present students to strive to
do their best for the school and the
community.
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http://www.lgplanners.com

c/o Unitek & Sohu Travel, 114, Lavender St. #07-89, CT Hub 2, Singapore 338729
(by appointment)

N
R BB YRR
LIJAY TRADING
TERRBEIY
B HER BB, "HEE SBR,
REAR, KT/, KSR, AR, E88%
Wimtt AL HE, Fh, BE, WL,
BERS. HETE, —ERE,

No.160 Paya Lebar Rd, #01-04 Orion @ Paya Lebar
Singapore 409022 E L&A 9:30am - 6:30pm
E#17:9:30am - 6:00pm(EM XK A £ BHKE)

Tel: 6841 4404(3 Lines) Fax: 6741 4404
E-mail: enquiry @lijay-incense.com
i _E R Website: www.lijay-incense.com

VUK 42 6 i -mike 2
\ yes Natural (res) Pre ctd (fBaée?‘y)
. gint . &% AEER

ENHE LSRR, WRET . PBA. HFERY

55 Lor 27 Geylang Singapore 388183 Tel: 6547 8438
Website: www.yesnatural.biz ( & iF Aljunied 8 85 |

4 B F iz ok
WASH-LAND

11 Ceylon Rd S (429607)
TEL: 90172880

&< R

B 1% HF M JE
UNION CASKET

M.

B3 K WK
I A E R A

A

- -

4% E+
(k5. &)

Hours One Stop Funeral Services
24 H-uRRERS

Blk 4 Lor 8 Toa Payoh Ind. Park #01-1329 S (319056)
Tel: 6353 8449 Hp: 9118 8449
Fax: 6353 9040
Website: http://www.unioncasket.com

A R AR (ki s

Ang Yew Seng Funeral Parlour

ST . U

ATHHAAREAN N L4

., B RBTHF F# 4

A, KoL de, K
wE—t% %,

24 1R £

Blk 38 #01-537, Sin Ming Drive,
HiE: 64568557/64567387
f£H: 64587027

X X 3% e E W JE
BOON BOON SWEE KEE
UNDERTAKERS

Blk 4 #01-1339 Lor 8
Toa Payoh Industrial Park
(S) 319056
Tel: 6250 0202 6250 1094

24IJ\EFI—EEGE$HE’L%
—VIEfE#HE LN
B4k BHEE (FE TR
HP 9679 3004

JASON CHUA (%)
HP 9668 5632
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We need your support!

(RFHH) EFIEGHE 2 HREOZE
T, &ITIT19695F5830R, ES540F, MKE
i, REEDEEANKFHRBRS.

AH-BEURREF L ULE2 AL, 5h
BHEANNRE, EAXFREUIFEFARIIE
EHHINR. BFEHH RURERERNTS
ARBTEREENAE, KITNEBRPRBER

The Nanyang Buddhist is a quarterly jour-
nal published by the Singapore Buddhist Fed-
eration with the release of its inaugural issue
on 30 May 1969, it remains one of the longest
on-going Buddhist journal in Singapore.

The main objectives of publishing this
journal is for purification of human minds and
propagation of genuine Buddhism through dis-

semination of selected high quality articles in
both Chinese and English on Dharma and Pra-
jna. Through subscription and complimentary
distributions, this Journal has not only reached
every corner of Singapore, but also being read
by avid readers in this region. To maintain this
publication, we rely heavily on sponsorship
while the Federation absorbs the deficit.

FEL—H, ZENESSEHRZEA, £BMER
HENBENSHON SRAXE, TBz4,
LHhMHEEAE,

BEBx: "EHFH, EHFAIR"
MM ARRBED, LLEZHAERBFRE LR,
EEFKZRAE,

BIENGKBEE, FriE “RAME, RDOK
B, TREE, BNXERRLHHHLEN
—RIE.

With your strong support and sponsor-
ship, we believe this wholesome publication will
continue to enlight our readers tremendously
and indefinitely.

MmUY RIS

i B ENFRIA

Name : Amount

B 4% B8 iR =51

Contact No : Cheque No :

#ooHk 1 X
Address : Postal Code :

*BHFM0T L bE, SEAFERB.EEXERIEIR, & [ hmiEs,

A#HE (#2)
Oesmek  [sderE [JuEdg [ 24
BERE (# %)

OEExe  [JerKE [JE®rs [ 24

BEEEK, EFAXEEZE (GX8: NanyangBuddhist) ZZ: 59 Lorong 24A Geylang, Singapore 398583 ({14 1% A ki3t = F IE X WiR)

#F O ESREH -8 (EFHEH) [l EFEk (REFHHD)
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BERE $1,000.00

2017F6 B4R B EILTHELER $902.00

ZHEEFTREM $500.00

EDR=F A HFAEN $500.00

5 2017E3RASHABEALTHERER  $388.00

1‘ R $200.00

Tommy Lim $100.00

Boon Ai Peng $60.00

Seah Tiong Peng $50.00

BREA $50.00

BB EEEREEN, ETRLHZER LR $1,000.00

B WERTR, BEXEEEK, LEHER $1,000.00

BER FEFAL, T2, B, FERE2EK, LEHR $1,000.00

Quek Tyy Yn Transfer merit to Quek Ban Bee and Tan Kwee Eng for health and safety $1,000.00

RIKIR BORER $200.00

=pad WEEBWTESIEK $200.00

FRARER EEAK AR EE R $200.00

W% WEZLZEZEREK, FHRE, LEHER $150.00

%ﬂrretignlgwlgzg ILIJ?I Make a wish to .Melvin Leong Hing Yin, :Joel Lgong Kwong Jun, Yap Foong $100.00
Yap Foong Yeng ’ Yeng to have wisdom, health, free from impediment.

HhET BEXE $100.00

R TERXR, RUR, E528, AT HREE $80.00

FRA ElE R i it $50.00

g @a 1735 R—IARE $50.00

Tan Siew Khim Bl —YIEMERE, BEBER $50.00

SESZ3 WEARR, KABESZEK, SHRE. LEHR, ZINKE, FL#HST, $40.00

RIFE, RHE FESNE SEFEREK, LBAR, 2085 ERZHEREE HHER 4000

WEEHLEBE

PiRIE WEMIRES ARE. LEHERR $30.00

BRI IR BFZERE, EEAKE $30.00

Chew Lay Kin WEMEMER SRR, LEHR. BRERREEE LR $30.00

R EREHFRE, FES, KEEER LM $30.00

AFETR WEAEKR, RFPR, REXSMEE. LEER $24.00

PR EEEHRAERTERTESL, B M SHEE $20.00

Kong Siew Hun wESHHl, SREREK, FARE, LEHER $20.00

LEY WELELSHRR, WRER $12.00

EHRER FIEES $500.00

EHERKE EIEPNER=FE Y Wi $60.00

BRAE, BiRR (BEH) EEtAE—BERESTEAERENE, ER LM, 451, WEEE KEHE $60.00
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B AE 0O A XFIR T E REBRWRAVE RMR LA A9 B AN A RS, 0%
BIENWXE, HRNRBEGEI LRI R

B, EWRMEKAZmEERBUAT =2 NRENHEE. SFHELENER
BFRNNVME 25, FEZNYRBRRETFHREE. Am, SIMNNEMI2BE,
FANERENBRIN - RAGUKAGZUNIILERDBER, sMEHE, B¥FR, FF
H, EMXTMERTHE, ZEHSTHERRNBEL, REEMNNEL, FSTHERE
KT, BRAZMNFBUSE, ETHRSTEANATRZNTETS, RERR! ARZLEOR
B! BERR DERK!

First and foremost, on behalf of the Singapore Buddhist Federation, the Vesak Day Cel-
ebration Organising Committee would like to convey our heartfelt appreciation to all those
who have purchased our coupons, as well as various Buddhist monasteries and institutions
and individuals who have supported us in setting up carnival stalls in support of our Vesak
Day Celebration. Without your strong support, we would not have this successful event.

For those who have purchased coupons but were unable to patronize any stall, we convey
our sincere apologies as the overwhelming response was beyond our estimate this year and
all items were quickly sold. However, your contributions will not go in vain as proceeds from
this event will be used to fund our various charitable programmes, such as Adult Dharma
classed, Children Sunday School, SBF Youth Movement, Prison Service, After Care Service
for the ex-inmates and etc. There goes without saying that if not for your compassionated
deeds, we are unable to accomplish our charitable objects.

Once again, a big thank you from the bottom of our heart and sincere apologies for any
inconvenience caused.

Wish each and every of you good health, happiness and have a blissful Vesak Day.

MIEBHEE B2

From Singapore Buddhist Federation
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National Day Celebration

it Eizfe REE BSE

: 20178H6H (£HIH)
: 8:00am ~ 10:30am
. ARSI KER

$100.00

BEMAMR BICME LLREFE

YIRS E S ek

3y Singapore Buddhist Federation™
iJ 59 Lorong 24A, Geylang Singapore 398583 '
Tel: 6744 4635 Fax: 6747 3618 www.buddhist.org.sg
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